villa san mateo redefines human-nature relationship on a silent rocky mountain: project by paly
architects

architecture by the design story

leaning on the rock of the mountain, adapted to the landscape and built with natural materials, villa san mateo nestled upon an elongated shape,
protected from the north and views onto the sea on the south. the building built a successful human-nature relationship as it adapts in the
environment, utilizing local materials, exploitation of the view, and maintain protection from the weather conditions.
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"we believe that the key to a healthier psychological condition is nature. maybe in our daily stressed urban lives, we forget about it and what it
brings to our lives, but we have to maintain and look for contact with nature." explained paly architects to the design story.

villa san mateo is a vacation residence in crete, on livadia, 1-hour road from chania. the plot is near a ridge (cape koutoulas) on rocky ground and
wild landscape. big natural rocks project to the west and the mainland with olive trees, small hills, and sloppy grounds on the east. two clean
volumes, one with the living room, kitchen, dining room, and one with the bedrooms, connected via a protected cross-bright semi-outdoor living
space on the north-south direction, starting from the rock, ending on a raised platform suspended between mountain and sea, sky and earth.

"the materials used in the project consists of local stone collected from the area, naturally curved chestnut wood, combining with the natural
landscape like trees, wicker from nature, mortar from theraic land with straw. similar to materials used in the past, all of them had the goal of
building a house integrated with the landscape and bringing the user closer to nature."
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the challenge was adapting the building to the environment in a non-provocative way and creating the smallest possible “wound” on the mountain.
the synthesis consists of a one-storey elongated rectangular parallelepiped hugged by a shape y stonewall on the north and west, with big openings,
a water element, and outdoor living spaces to the south. allowing as much human-nature relationship as possible in the space.

also read:
infusing greek wellness and relaxation into peliva nature & suites: project by g2lab
news: bjarke ingels group frames an indoor-outdoor garden for a panda couple in copenhagen zoo

collaborative architecture and an architect’s chameleon role with collective warehouse #storyofdesign

"in this new era, where health issues became crucial, architects and architecture may have to adapt to new policies for preventing a new global
health crisis. we may have to adapt our design, giving more space for every user on a building, for example; keeping distances, making every space a
possible place to work for somebody. the challenges are the same in work; the interaction is different in the offices due to remote working."
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the stonewall-boundary of the mountain continues onto the flat roof. it is a continuation of the natural ground, with the basic synthetic element, the

intermediate space between indoor-outdoor spaces, "the shelter".

big sliding windows on the living room unify indoor and outdoor space creating a big covered with pergola living space, which unifies with the semi-
outdoor space. access to the entrance, privacy with independent rooms with bathrooms, shading, and protection from the sun and wind alongside
with the view, the possibility of preparing a meal inside and outside, the long water element for sport swimming, complete privacy, peace, and
redefinition of the human-nature relationship.

it is a conventional construction from reinforced concrete, brick walls, and local stone, internal walls from cement board. internal and external
flooring from big-size tiles with stone texture on the environment's earthy color. the flat roofs are from visible uncoated concrete and the rest
external flooring from local stone.



//! ,//' -

": / /’ ,f
; f/
;’U f/f{/ﬁ’l !

7/ H-"ﬁffﬂffﬁ
e




all the natural materials and external surfaces made from kourasani (mortar) and straw on the rocky environment color aimed to support
endurance on the area's weather conditions, solar panels for hot water.

the visible uncoated concrete, the clay on the color of soil on the exterior walls, the rusty metals, the crooked wood on pergolas, and the natural dry
stone are the villa's basic materials. whilst the planting portrays a continuation of the mountain on the roof of the villa throughout the exterior
spaces.
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founded in 1984 by nikos lykoudis and ismene papaspiliopoulou, paly architects had been based in athens, undertaking mainly studies,
supervisions, and construction projects in greece and abroad (residential buildings, restorations-reuses of landmarks, office buildings, detached
houses, buildings of mixed uses, hotels).

they have been distinguished at many architectural competitions and shows in greece and abroad. the projects mainly consider tradition, inspired
by the environment and everyday life, counting the bioclimatic design, aim to maintain the human and familiar side of architecture practice.

credits: paly architects | photo credits: george anastassakis
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